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we covered was conflict 

styles and dealing with 

people whose conflict 

styles are different than 

ours. We even had 

homework! We called 

people who know us to 

find out what they saw in 

us as we deal with con-

flict. The people I called 

have seen me in conflict 

in totally different ways, 

so I received varied rec-

ommendations on how I 

could improve the ways I 
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SPLICE, The Hidden Work of God  

PILATE, Language Acquisition Techniques  

 Mission Training 

International was the site 

where my life was 

changed in just three 

weeks. I attended a train-

ing session cal led 

òSPLICEó which helps 

missionaries develop in 

spiritual, personal, life-

style, interpersonal, cul-

tural areas as well as how 

to endure and enjoy 

yourself while living in a 

culture that is totally for-

eign to your own home 

culture. It taught me how 

to know myself better so 

I can change in order to 

better embrace a new 

culture and its people. 

 Our trainer said 

that he would summarize 

our class by the phrase 

òThe Hidden Works of 

Godó because God had 

worked in so many peo-

ple in so many areas in 

which he was totally un-

aware. For example, we 

did a simple exercise in 

dreaming what we would 

like in our new culture 

versus what we antici-

pate in our new culture 

versus what we realisti-

cally will have in our new 

culture. For me, the 

miracle of the exercise 

was that I was able to 

dream. Life has been so 

much òin my faceó for 

such a long time, that it 

has been quite awhile 

since I allowed myself to 

dream. 

 Another topic 

òI can do all things 

through Him who 

strengthens me.ó  

 PILAT works on 

the premise that the 

learner is responsible for 

her own language  

(Continued next page.) 

When I move to Ghana, I 

will have to learn at least 

two languages, Dagaare 

and Wali. Plus, I would 

like to learn enough Twi 

to travel on public trans-

portation and be able to 

ask some basic questions.  

Before I went to PILAT, 

this scared me to death! 

Me, at age 57, learning 2 

African languages and a 

part of a third! Not pos-

sible! But, then I was re-

minded of the Scripture 

found in Philippians 4:13, 

Dagaaba Facts: 

The Dagaaba people group 

have no Bible in their lan-

guage which is  Dagaare 

There are 700,000 Dagaaba  

people in Ghana 

The main source of income 

is farming 

The average monthly income 

for a farmer is equivalent to 

US $10 

 

 

Schedule: 

International Orality 

Network Conference 

Rome, GA 

 

Sept. 

20-

23 

First UMC, Beaver 

Beaver, PA 

Sept. 

26 

First UMC/UMW 

Beaver 

Beaver, PA 

Sept. 

27 

First UMC, Corry 

Corry, PA 

Oct. 

3-10 

First UMC/UMW 

Beaver Falls, PA 

Oct. 

7 

Christ UMC 

Erie, PA 

17 

Monaca UMC 

Monaca, PA 

Oct. 

24 

Lottsville UMC 

Sugar Creek UMC 

Nov. 

7 

The Great Adventure 



SPLICE, The Hidden Work of God (continued)  

or òunderdeveloped.ó 

 Once a week, I 

met with, Ruth, my 

òcoach.ó Ruth is single 

and spent 18 years on 

the mission field. So, she 

can truly relate to the 

issues that I am facing 

even now. These ses-

sions were times of 

learning and affirmation. 

She has blessed my life!  

 D u r i n g  t h e  

weeks of SPLICE, the 37 

adults and 27 children 

became quite close. We 

were in growth groups 

together. We lived to-

gether, ate together and 

played together. So, 

when we talked about 

grief and loss, we cried 

together, we wept to-

gether, we lamented to-

gether. And, when it was 

time to say ògood byeó, 

we learned that if we 

cried, it meant that we 

had loved! 

Deal with conflict. It was 

both affirming and eye 

opening.  

 The session on 

stress was  good, too. As  

I try to do day to day 

stuff, raise support, look 

forward to moving and 

anticipate ògood byes,ó 

there is a bit of stress in 

my life. So, learning how 

to identify stressors and 

deal with them before 

they become a problem 

is definitely a plus, even if 

you are not living cross 

culturally.  

 After that, we 

had a simulation of an 

event to see what our 

true colors are really like 

under stress. It was a 

situation that hundreds 

of people are faced with 

every day, but not usually 

in the USA. I know I was 

a combination of stressed 

and at peace after that. I 

pray that if I ever live 

through a situation like 

what we went through, 

that God would find me 

faithful. 

 One of the ses-

sions that I really appre-

ciated was the session on 

Silence and Solitude, The 

Sabbath Rest. After the 

experiences of the previ-

ous five days, I really 

needed this! After a brief 

introduction, we were 

sent outside to spend the 

day with the Lord and 

with a Bible study on rest 

and keeping the Sabbath. 

It started with how God 

looks at work, how we 

look at work and it went 

on from there. We 

Americans are so tied up 

in how much we can get 

done in a day, or what 

we òshouldó be doing. I 

have a friend in Ghana 

who had said that it took 

him awhile to realize if he 

could get one thing done 

in a day, it was a good 

day! Life is so different in 

an area that would be 

considered òthird worldó 

PILAT, Language Acquisition Techniques (Continued)  

to use the techniques and 

methods  that I studied 

to learn some Hindi. It 

was a good place for 

practice - a safe place to 

try out what I had 

learned.  

 PILAT taught me 

is that I donõt know Da-

gaare- YET ! But, I will. 

learning. So, the learner 

in in charge. I was intro-

duced to activities that I 

could prepare to do with 

a language helper that 

would help me to under-

stand and eventually 

speak my new languages. 

A lot of it reminded me 

of what I used to do with 

autistic children, helping 

them to understand the 

English language.  

 We also had the 

opportunity to work 

with a language helper. 

Pamela, my language 

helper, spoke Hindi. Even 

though I will not be 

learning Hindi, I was able 
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òWhat you know 

about yourself you 

can change. 

 

What you do not 

know about yourself 
controls you.ó 

 

Dr. Steve Sweatman 

Meeting with our coach, Ruth 

A Time of Solitude 

My Hindi Language 

Group 



ION Annual Conference  

ION stands for the Inter-

national Orality Net-

work. They provide 

training for those who 

have a passion to intro-

duce Christ to the 8,000 

people groups that have 

yet to hear the name of 

Jesus. These people 

groups are oral learners. 

They learn by someone 

telling them the òstoryó 

so they can hear it.  

 ION states their 

four premises as: 

The Need  

 There are 4 bil-

lion oral learners in the 

world, with a minority of 

resources attempting to 

reach them for Christ. 

The People  

 The remaining 

Unreached  Peop l e 

Groups are predomi-

nantly oral societies. 

The Solution  

 C o m m u n i c a t e 

the message of Christ to 

people in ways that make 

sense to them ð instead 

of in ways that make 

sense to us! 

The Vision  

Influence the body of 

I know that God has given me a gift to work with children. 

He has also given me the desire to work with the orphans in 

the Upper West Region of Ghana, at the Lawra Orphanage. I 

donõt  seem to be gifted in the area of fund-raising. As I write 

this, I am 68% funded. I need 100% of my budget to be 

pledged and starting to come into my account before I can 

move to Ghana. In order to be 100% funded, I need: 

 ~ Six new partners giving $100  a month 

 ~ Six new partners giving $50 a month and 

 ~ Twenty two new partners giving $25 a month. 

When I packed my Christmas decorations last year, I packed 

them with the thought I would be moving before Christmas 

this year. If you would like to help make my dream of moving 

before Christmas a reality, please send your pledge and dona-

tion to: 

The Mission Society 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross< GA 30010-2637 

Please write òKolljeski Support #270ó on the memo line. 

Christ to make disciples 

of all oral learners. 

 September 19, I 

will be driving to Reids-

ville, NC to connect up 

with a friend. Together, 

we will continue to  

Rome, GA where the 

2010 ION Annual Con-

ference will be held. We 

will learn the methods 

and techniques that are 

used to best reach oral 

learners for Christ.  

 The Dagaaba 

people are oral learners. 

I want them to meet Je-

sus using their heart lan-

guage. 

Home Address: 

556 B 10th Avenue 

New Brighton, PA 15066 

724.847.7351 

suekolljeski@gmail.com 

 

The Mission Society 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA 30010-2637 

Donate online at :  

Www.themissionsociety.

org/people/kolljeski  

Sue Kolljeski serving Christ 

in Ghana  

A Dagaare Woman  

with Child 

Dagaare Children Who 

Need to Know Jesus 


